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OO 
To the Right Worſhipful the Major and 
Commonalty of the City of New Sarmn, 
the Ulnderta'ers for making the River Avon 
Navigable, from Chr;/t-Church to the City 
aforeſaid, ec. and to the Gentry, Mint- 
ſers, and the reſt of the Tnhabitants on 
both ſides of the ſaid River, withall others 
Whom 1t may Concerns | -Þ 


Gentlemen, | 


4m greatly ſenſible of my manifold weakneſſes and inſuffi- 
 eiencies for aWork of this Nature,and upon that account, 
T have as great an averſneſs as any from appearing in 
Print, eſpecially in ſuch a Critical Age, as this is, And 
therefore, had not ſome of your ſelves very much 1mportu- 
ned me to. it, theſe Papers had uot been made thus publick. _ 

But ſuchis my zeal for my Country's good, and ſogreat alWell- 
wiſher am T to ſach publick VUndertukings as this is, which zs here- 
by recommended to you, as that T choſe rather to expoſe my ſelf to 
the Worlds ſevereſt Cenſures, for indiſcretion and over-great for- 
1p? un communicating my weak Apprhenſions about it, than | 
to ſuffer ſuch a noble Deſign any longer to lye aſleep, if T might be | 
any way inſtrumental, to awaken you to put forth your Endeavours 
to carry it on. 

A.2. And 


—— 4 


Jedication. - 


Andtherefare, T douvrt ngt,' but. that you will nianifeft ſo much 
Candor and Ingenuity , as to put a favourable Conſtruction upox 
what I have written , and to vouchſafe it a ſerioxs Peruſal. In 
which , though you will not find ſuch flowers of Rhetorick, as 
ray. pleaſe the Fancy. yet if the Reaſons that are laid down, 
though with much weakneſs, and are ſubmitted to your Conlidera- 
tion, may but any way convince your Judgments, how much it 
will conduce to the general Good , both of your ſelves and the 
whole Country, to make this River Navigable, it is ſufficient. And 
7 hope you will be prevailed with , without any further delay, to 
put forth your united endeavours to accompliſhit. To provoke 
gon hereunto, is all that Thave aimed at in writing and publiſhing 
theſe Papers. IT am | | 


Yours and my Country's Friend 
and Well-wiſher, 


James Hely, © 


diſpohing ot the Situation of the City of New Saram, in the Coun- 
ty of Wilts, together withall the Towns and Villages, which 
border upon cach ſide of the River Avon, which runneth from the 
City afoxclaid , to the Town and Burrough of Chriſt-Church , in 
the County of Southampton, where the ſaid River emptieth it (elf 
into a Branch of the main Ocean : And ſo ſerene , ſweet , and healthy is 
the Air on both fides thexeof , which conduceth much to the Health and 
Comfort of the adjacent and bordering Inhabitants: And fo ineftimable 
would be the Profits and Advantages that would accrue, not only to the 
Country in general, but more particularly and cfpecially, to all the perſons 
and places, that-are bordering upon the ſaid Rivcr, within ten or twelve 
miles on either ſide, by its being made Navigable, for Boats, Barges, and 
Lighters; belides the Accommodation, which many other places betwixt 
this and Newbury, Hungerford, Malborougb, Deviſes, Warminſter, Hindon, 
Shaftsbury, and Blandford would receive thereby that our Ancetiors have 
often attempted it, but could never-obtain that Honour and Happinels, as 
to prevail with former Kings and Parliaments, to vouchſate them their 
San&ion, toauthorize them, to ſet about the Work. 

But now it hath pleaſed God to incline the heart of our Soveraign Lord 
the King, and the High Court of Parliament to paſs an Ac, whereby 
Power is given to cfcct it, and ſuch a Platform or Model laid down, with 
ſach advantages, not only to the Undertakers, but to all other places and 
perſons before mentioned , as cannot but exceedingly facilitate the Work. 
And Idoubt not, but that, had our Anceſtors had the like ( or indeed far 

Ie) incouragement , the Work would not have been retarded one Sum- 
mer, after the Royal Aﬀent had been given to an Act of Parliament that 
might haye impowered them, to undertake it. And now, what ſhould be 
the reaſon, that 1o noble and famous a Work as this ſhould, like Pharaobs 
Chariot-wheels, move ſo ſlowly , unleſs it be the want of a true ſenſe of 
the vaſt Emoluments and Advantages that will come thereby , not only to 
the preſent, but much more to the future Generations that ſhall riſe up, 
when we are dead and gone , and enjoy much more of the fruit of our 
| labours, then the preſent Age can expect, I do not underſtand. | 

And therefore out of the indeared affection that I bear to my native 
Country, I ſhall humby offer to your grave and ſerious Conſideration my 
weak Apprehenſions, as to the preſent Work, together with that ſmall 
A3 Experienc © 
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UCH is the wiſe and gracious Providence of the Almighty, in 
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©. Experience.that I have gained in my ſeveral Travels beyond the Sea ; 
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hoping that it may be an Introduction to others that are more able; and 
that it may both ingage and incourage them, to ſay more, and to commu- 
nicate their thoughts and apprehentions concerning the great and wonder- 
tul advantages that will accrue thereby ,not only to the whole Country, 
but more eſpecially to the City, and all the other Towns,and places before- 
nam<d. 

Now how great the Benefit and Accommodation will be , that will 
come in thereby, will appear, it you do but terioully conſfider ( amongtt 
other things, that I ſhall mention afterwards ) the indiſpenſable neceſſity, 
and yet the great ſcarcity that there 1s already z which in a tew years will 
be greater, of that one thing called Fxel, of all forts of Wood and Coal 3 
which when I ſeriouſly contider of, as alſo of the vaſt number of poor peo- 
ple that are in the City and Country aforcſaid 3 and how much they are 
like to increale, as well in number, as in poverty,l even dread to think of 
the Calamity that will befal them, it ſome ſpecdy and cttectual means be 
not found out for their relicf, Now 1 cannot but look upon this noble Un- 
dertaking, of making the River Navigable, as the readielt (if not the only 
ctte&ual way) that can be thought upon, to prevent this miſchict, and to 
afford the Poor a full relic. This will be a means to cloath their naked 
Backs, and to feed their hungry Bcllies. For by this means there will be 


. very great opportunities of ſetting all hands, that areable and willing, to 


work; not only at the ancient Work of the Pickax, and Spade, but 
maltitudes will be imployed all along the River, in lading and unlading 
of Goods into Wharfcs, Keys, Landing-placcs 3 and into Carts and Car- 
riages, and into Shops and Ware-houles z into Granaries , Store-houles, 
Mault-houſes, Pack-houics, Cellars, Stone-yards, Timber-yards, Wood- 
yards, Coal-yards, places for Bricks, Tiles, and Slate, &c. and from thence 
into Carts, Waggons, and Carriages, to be {ent away by Land into all 
parts of the adjacent Country 3 befides the vaſt numbers that will be im- 
ploycd in the Management of the Ships, Boats, Barges, and Lighters, &c. 
and alſo for the erecting and building, not only of Whartes, Keys, Crancs, 
and other Landing-places, but alſo of Store-houſes, Ware-houfes, Maulr- 
houſes, and Dwelling-houſes for Merchants, Gentlemen, and all forts of 
Handicrafts-men , Shop-keepers, and all other Traders of which great 
numbers will re{ort to the {aid City and Towns, in order tathe carrying 
on of Trade and Commerce 3 who will by this means have as full an 
Imployment, as it is poflible tor-them to turn their hands unto 3- and fo 
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that poverty, which is ready to break in upon us like-an armed man, will © "1 


be in all likelthood prevented. And not onlyſo, but very great advantages 
will accrue to us thereby. F | 

1. Forin the firſt place, 1t will be a means to make this City , and the 
places bordering upon the River , the Granaries and Store-houſes ( as I 
may ſay) tor the Trade of this part of this little World, viz. for all ſorts of 
Coals, called Sea-Coal, and Pit-Coal z for Billets, Faggots, and all other 
Fuel 3 together with all ſorts of Trees, viz. Oak, Elm, Aſh, &c. with all 
ſorts of Veſſel-Timber, Wheelers-Timber, Lathes, Spikes, Hurdles, Bar- 
rows, Poles, and Lugs for all forts ot uſes whatſoever 3 together with all 
ſorts and fizes of Deal and other Timber, from the greateti picce_ to the 
leaſt, that ſhall be neceflary tor the beginning and hniſhing of any Houle 
whatſoever as alſo all ſorts of Boards and Planks, of any thicknels what- 
ſoever, both of Oak, Aſh, Elm, and Deal : all which, or the greater part 
thercof, will be had at not much more than half the price it is now old at, 
if not leſs. And it there were no other benctit, but what I have al- 
rcady mentioned, it would be worth all the Charges and Pains , which 
ſhall be laid forth to accompliſh this Dehgn. But this is not all. There 
will be alſoa great advantage in re{pect of all ſorts of Stoxes, and other 
heavy and ponderous Goods ſo great, as if mentioned only in general, it 
would hardly be believed 3 and therefore I thall deſccnd to Particulars, 
that I may the more clearly demonſtrate it to you. 


2. Wherefore the next thing that I ſhall mention is this, viz. that by 
this means this City , and the places near the River . will become Store- 


houſes forall kind of Stones , not only Mill-ſtones, Grinding-[tones, and 
Troughs, and Ciſterns of Stone 3 but for all kind of Stone for building 
and repairing of Churches and Chappelsz for the making of Statues, and 


Tombs, and Tomb-ſtones, and Monuments, and Church- walls, and Cloſes 


walls, together with Gates, Banks, Mills, Hatches, Flood-gates, Flood- 
Hatches, Wears, Wharfes, Locks and for building of Houles , Coignes, 
Chimney-piecces, Clavies, Jaums, and Sides and Tops of Chimneys, Harths, 
Harth-pieces, and Mullions for Windows as alſoall forts of Marble, for 
Chappels, Chancels, Harth-picces, and other Uſes 3 and the great quantity 
that will be uſed of Stones, ſmooth and rough, about paving ot Courts, 
Yards, Garden-houſes, Cellars, Halls, Kitchins, Wath-houfes, Brew-houlſcs, 
&. belides the great quantity of the hard round Pebble-ſtones for paving 
of Streets, Back-1ides,,and other places, and for other uſes, that it is endlets 
to reckon up, which will be uſetul,and be vented to all the Countries _ 
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about, that are more remote from the Quatries, than froin henee.- And; 
the like may be ſaid, with reference to all ſorts of Sand, and Gravel for 
Walks and Gardens, and all forts of Clay, - for making of Tobacco-pipcs, 
tor Tarris, Plaiſter of Pars, tor Bricks, Tiles, Pantiles, Gutter-tiles, Cre(- 
ſes, all forts of Slate, and Paving-tiles, &c. and for all forts of Earthen 
Ware, viz. Pans, Pots, Pitchers, Juggs, Bottles, Cups, &c. and for all 
{orcs of Glaſs for the Glaziers, and green Glafles of a!l forts and 1i7es; 
and-all things made of Glaſs, which is likewiſe endlcfs to cmmcrate. 
And morcover, here will be vaſt ttores of Iron of al! forts, not oniy that 
which is wrought by Smiths, Cutlers, Gunſmiths, Armourors, and others 
but all forts of calt Iron,as Stoves tor drying of Maultzand all forts of Pots, 
Weights, Belconics, Anvils, Viſes, and divers Engines, and many other 
things too large to partigularize. I might alſo mention the great Quan- 
titics of Braſs, and Copper, Lead, and Tin, the ſeveral uſes wher:of thould 
I particularly mention, as the making and caſting of Bells, Morters, Pots, 
Skillets, &c. I mightbe very long. Hereunto might be added the great 
tiores of all ſorts ot Grocery, and other ponderous Goods, as Wines, Oyl, 
Sider, Pitch, Tar, Butter, Cheeſe, Cloth, Wooll, and Yarn of all forts, 
belides Hemp and Flax as alſo the great ſtore of Salt , both white Salt 
and Bay-Salt , which will bz brought bither from the very Salt-pits , and 
laid up here for the {upply of tke Country round about , and fold at very 
reaſonable Rates. Beſides, by this means we ſhall be ſtored wich all ſorts 
of Fiſh, viz. Sturgeon, Ling, Cod, Poor-John, Herring, Salmon both dried 
and pickled, and with greater plenty of freſh Salmon, Trouts, : Humbers, 
Pikes, Eels, and ſuch other Fiſh as the River affords ; befides the! great 
quantities of Oyſters, Lobſters, Crabs, and all ſorts of Shell-fiſh, and other 
freſh Fiſh of all ſorts, which the Sea affords 3 which will be brought to 
the City, and to the-Country adjacent at a very cheap and eaſis Rate. . -. 
3+ The next thing that ſhall inſiſt upon, is the great Benefit that will 
accrue to the Country at a contiderable diſtance from $ali:buryyi by theiki 
being ſupplied with many of the aforeſaid Goods 3. as for inflance,; It Fifty 
Fowl and Salt are now carricd from thence to Newbury, Abingdon, Oxford, 
Malborough, the Deviſes, and other places, whither ſhall theſe and aULother 
places between them and this City have recourſe hereafter for ſupply of 
theſe, and many other things before enatnerated, but to'this City ? 'and 
where can they have it cheaper than there, where is (as I may ſay.) the 
Store-houle for them? And (which will be aigreater Avcornaiodation'to- 
all the Country round about , than'can well be imagined ) here wo a 
arge 


large vent for all their Grain , which they ſhall ſend to Market; which 
may from hence be exported in vaſt Quantitites 3 and for their Wool, 
and for their fat Cattel, viz. Oxen, Hogs, and Sheep, &c. which may be 
vended for Victualling of Ships, and otherwiſe, And by this means 
allo there will be a convenience for the Exportation of their Hops,Clothz, 
Stuffs, and other Commodities of the growth, and Manufacture of this 
Country , which ſhall be brought unto theſe Markets. So thatwheres 
now many of the Countries are neceſſitated to travel as far as Southam- 
pton, Newbury, Andover, Malborough, the Deviſes, Lavington, Warminſter, 
Hindon, Shafton, and Blaudford to vend their Commodities , they will 
have opportunity to bring them hither , and may bave vent for them 
here, with far leſs trouble and charge. And by reaſon of the vicinity of 
this place to the River aforeſaid, they will have the advantage of return- 
ing home with their Waggons and Carts laden with ſeveral forts of the 
Goods before enumerated, either for th:mlelves, or tor their Neighbours 3 
eſpecially with Coal , which will be had cheaper here, thea at Warmin- 
ſter , or at any of the placss bztore mentioned 3 and will be not only 
cheaper for the price, but better for the quality 3 it having been tound by 
Experience, that the 'Coals which are imported at Southampton and Pool, 
are ſeventeen or eighteen pound in a Buſhel heavier then a Buſhel of the 
{ame meaſure of thoſe Coals that are brought from Warminſter ; and by 
reaſon of the ſulphurous quality that is in them , they burn much lighter, 
and laft much longer. Hence alſo they may be furniſhed with a ſort of 
great Coals, which will be brought from Wales, and from Scotland, 
which are ſo great, that it will be neceflary to break them with an Ax'or 
Sledge , which are not only very laſting and profitable , but will burn as 
light, and as {weet as Wood or Charcoal. 
4+ Again it is worthy your Conſideration , what great opportunities 
all Gentlemen, and others, that have money by them , or can raiſe money 
upon their Eſtates, will have, to merchandize themſelves, and to breed up 
their younger Sons to be Merchants, who will by this means be near unto 
them, and may (if they be induſtrious) have opportunity ( through Gods 
bleſſing) to raiſe themſelves to greater Eſtates then their Elder Brothers, 
And by this mcans it will come to pals, that as it is in the Low-Countries, 
and in otner places where people are induſtrious , there will be opportu- 
nity for all that will, from the Gentleman to the Yeoman, and all that can 
make any ſhift for money, to adventure-their money , yea, and even for 
Servants of both Sexes, to adventure their very Wages, with one Friend 
B : or 


O 
or other of thcir Acquaintance, to imploy it for them in a way of Trade 
and Merchandize ; and ſo to turn every ſtone to turn the penny, And 
now, to come more particularly , to ſet forth what other benefits will 
accrue to the City and Port of Salisbury, as alſo to Downton , Fording- 
bridge, Ringwood, Chri(t-Church , and to all the Borderers on both ſides 
of the ſaid River, as allo to all perſons and places within ten or twelve 
miles thereof, of what rank or degree ſoever 3 if what hath been 
already ſaid doth not preponderate, then 
5- In the next place conſider ſeriouſly , what a great improvement 
there will be ina few years upon Houlcs and Lands, not only in thoſe 
Trading-placcs or Ports aforeſaid , but all along within and near the 
aforeſaid compals of ten or twelve miles. And firſt as to Land, there will 
be great opportunities of conveying of all ſorts of Soy], viz. Chalk, Lime, 
Malm, 8c. which muſt necds conduce to a vaſt Improvement of their 
poor and barren Lands, that are on each fide of the ſaid River 3 beſides 
the great benefit that will ariſe by building ( as aforeſaid ) of Whartes, 
Keys, Landing-places, Crancs, Store-houſes, and other Houſes , and by 
planting Orchards and Gardens. Furthermore , add hereunto the great 
conveniences that Gentry and all others that have Lands and Grounds 
upon each fide of the ſaid River, and others alſo at ſomewhat a remoter 
diſtance will have for the Carriage of their Hay , Straw , Wooll, Hops, 
Hemp, Flax, and all forts of Grain , together with thcir Fowl , Poultry, 
Cheelc, Butter, Eggs, Milk, and many other things almoſt from their very 
Doors, and Grounds, and Gardens, to and from the Market. Conſider 
allo the great Advantages of bringing Bricks, Stones, Tiles, .Slate, Lime, 
Timber, Boards, Earth, and Sand, and abundance of other things, which 
it would be too tedious to recite, for the building not only of Whartes, 
Keys, and Landing-places 3 but alſo for ere&ing of Cranes, Store-houfes, 
Mault-houſes , Granarics tor Corn and Grain. And as the Gentry and 
others will be ſometimes cxerciling their minds, thoughts, and medita- 
tations, in reference to their profits 3 ſo ſometimes they will mind their 
pleaſure and delight; for which here may be this way great conve- 
niencies, not only ky planting Gardens and Orchards of Profit 3 but by 
making Gardens of Pleaſure , and Houſes and Arbors of Pleaſure , with 
their Tarris and Gravel-Walks, and Fountains, and $:aiu"s of all forts, 
which may be alſo furniſhed with all ſorts of rare Trees, F:ants, and Flow- 
ers, that will be brought from Foreign parts , the vrcinging of which 
Trees, and other neceflary Materials will not be very chargeable to them 3 
tor 
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for as much as they will be brought in Boats, and Landed in or near the 
very place. To which may be added the conveniency of their Pleaſure- 
Boats in the Summer time, not only to go to and from the Markets 3 but 
allo to viſit each the other. And as to Houſes in Salibary and the 
Precincts thereof, and in other the before mentioned Market-Towns, 
and places near the faid River, the Improvement will be alſo very great, 
by reaſon of the vaſtTrade andCommerce that will accrue thereby z which 
w1ll both inrich and increaſe the number of Inhabitants , fo that in pro- 
babilicy theſe places may in a few years have twice the number of the 
Intabicants, as now they have : and conſequently they will have double 
the Trade amongſt theraſelves. As for Inſtance , there will be twice as 
much Cloths of all ſorts fold and made, and twice as rauch Victuals and 
Drink ſpent 3 and if tae Inhabitants increaſe , and by that means Trade 
increaſe alſo, it wil! neccſarily follow , that the Rents of Houſes and 
Lands, not only ot thoſe that are Inhabitants 3 but of all that belong to 
Gentlemen and others, that dwell at a further diſtance, will be advanced. 
And this will be very evident, if wedo but call to mind our own late 
Experience in the late dreadful Plague, wherewith it hath pleafed God to 
vilit the City, In what a flourithing condition both as to Trade , and 
Rent of Houſes, and number oft Inhabitants , that fickneſs did find us 3 
and in what a fad and declininga condition it left us, cannot be gainſaid, 
ncither will it be forgotten by this Generation. - 

6. Another Advantage that will ifſue from this Noble Undertaking, 
will be the great Accommodation that all ſorts of perſons will have 
thereby, of travelling to or from any place between Salubary and Chriſt- 
Church, For they will have the-conveniency of conſtant Paſlage-Boats, 
as well as Market-Boats for the carrying of all ſorts of Paſſengers and 
Market-people with their Corn , Butter, Cheeſe , Eggs , Poultry, Pigs, 
Lambs, Fowls, Fiſh of all forts, together with what the Market or place 
uttereth ; and then returning home with ſuch Wares and Commodities as 
they have bought at the Market 3 which ſaid Boats may be accommo- 
dated , ſo as to ſhelter them from ſtorms , and the cold and wet of the 
Winter, and from the heat of the Sun in Summer. 

7. Again, this will be a great means to preſerve the High-ways , and 
Bridges , which will be a great Accommodation to all that border on 
either ſide of the aid River, who have formerly been put to vaſt Expence 
and Charge, in making and repairing thereof z belides the trouble they 


have been frequently involved in by preſentments in the Crown- 
| B 2 f Office, 


— 


Otfice. and at the Aſſizes, and Scfſtons of the Peace, which could never be 
eaken off without great expence : all which would be in a very great 
meaſure ( if not altogether ) prevented , by making the faid River Navi- 
gable. 74 

$. It will alſo be very benchcial to thoſe Gentlemen and others that 
tive on cither fide of the {aid River, who have plenty of all ſorts of Trees 
for Timbcr-Wood , and Charcoal, and Coppices for Faggots, &c. and 
to all that have Grounds fit for Nutſerics or Plantations of ail ſort of 
Fruit-trccs 3 and alſo ht for the making ot Bricks, Tiles, Pan-tilcs, Creiles, 
Pavements, Gutter-tiles z as alſo to thofe who have any Interclt in Quar- 
rics of Stone, and that have quantitics of Lime , Malm , Chalk , Gravel, 
Sand, &c- ncar the (aid River, and that have Earth fit for the making of 
2ll ſorts of Earthern Pans and Pots, with all other ſorts of Earthen Wares 
that are uſctul. | 

g. And another Advantage that this Noble Work may afford, js this, 
viz, the opportunity that wil! be given to thoſe places that are within 
twenty or thirty miles of the ſaid River, and to ſome places that are more 
remote , to bring their Sced>Wheat out of Suſſex by Water, for a very 
ſmall matter more then it 1s to be ſold for there; fo that whereas now 
many Gcntlemen, Farmers, and others do ſend their Servants and thcir 
Horſcs as far as Sonthampton and Red-Bridge, with their money in their 
pockets to pay for it z now they thall, without any ſuch charge or trou- 
ble at all, only empty their Sacks of their Corn , which they bring to the 
Market, and fill them again with the ſaid Seed-Wheat, and carry it home 
with them in their Carts and Waggons , which would otherwiſe rcturn 
Empty. 

10. And finally , having thus given you an account of ſome few of 
thoſe many-Enccuragements and Advantages, that may quicken your 
endeavours to compleat this noble publick Work , I ſhall briefly anſwer 
{ome ObjcRions that have been and are made againſt it , which are theſe 
that follow. 

Obje&. 1. It is objected, That 1t will be a very great hinderance to 
the Mills, Wears, Pens, Stanchels, and Hatches that are upon the faid 
River. 

Obje&. 2. And ſecondly , It is further urged , That it will be a great 


| | hinderance to the drowning of Meadow-grounds, becaule the Banks muſ 


bd: raiſed to keep out the Water, to makea way for Men and Horſes to 
hale up the Boats and Barges. 
Object. 


Obje&}. 3. Thirdly, It is obje@ed, That it will be a means to raiſe 
the Water-in many places ſo high, as to overflow the Banks as now they 
are, and thereby endamage their Grounds. 

Objett. 4+ Again, ſome plead , That ſcveral perſons, who are Pro- 
prietors of Land, will be damuihed hereby , by having a new Chanel cut 
through their Grounds, | 

I ſhall anſwer theſe Objcdions in their order : And I thall begin 
with the firſt. 

Objef. 1. Whereas it i5 objected, That it will be a great hinderance 
to Mills, Wears, 6c. 

Anſw. Tauſwer thus, That if there arc any Mills, Wears , Pens, Fiſh- 
guards, Stanchels, or any thing clſe that are Nulances to the ſaid River, 
or to any that border upon it 3 they ought by the Statute, or Commiſſion 
of Sewers, &c. to be removed , and the Offenders to be ſeverely puniſh- 
cd, and great Fincs, Penaltics, and Forteitures to be let and levied upon 
any that alrcady have, or hcreatter ſhall any ways annoy the faid River. 
And now the whole powcr of the ſaid Commiſſon of Sewers , not only 
for the ſaid River, but allo lor the Harbor, being by this Act of Par- 
liament placed and ſci!cd wholly in the Undertakers and Commiſſioners, 
appointed by the faid Act, and not in any other Commiſſioners of Sewers 
whatſ{ocver 3 fo that now it any ſeven of the {aid Commiſſioners would 
give themſclves tie trouble, upon the Charge of the Undertakers, to take 
Poats , and go down the {aid River and Harbor, and to take an exa& 
Survey thereof, and take notice of all the Incroachments, Letts, Hinderan= 
ces, and Nuſznces whatſocver that there are 3 and cftectually,to all intents 
and purpoſes,put in execution the power of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, 
which is veltcd in them by this Act 3 it would be ſuch a noble and pub- 
lick Work, as would not only Jay a very good foundation, but would 
ſtrike a very great ſtroke in the making of this River Navigable. And 
when they ſhall have thus ſurveyed the whole River and Harbor , they 
w1ll be the better able to judge of the lawtul profits aud advantages that 
any Proprietor hath upon the ſame. And tor thoſe that have a juſt and 
right propriety, God forbid that it ſhould be taken from them , without. 
competent ſatisfaction and compenſation tor it. This would very much 
facilitate all the other work of the ſaid Commillioners, in reference to the. 
ſatisfaction of Proprictors. And thus much in anſwer to the firſt Obje- 
Aion, I procced to the ſecond. 


Objed, 
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Obje&t. 2. Whereas it is further obje&ed, That it will be a great hin- 
derance to the drowning of Mcadow-grounds , becauſe the Banks mutt 
be raiſed to keep out the Water, to make a way for Men and Hoſes to 
hale up the Boats and Barges. 

Anſw. T anſwer , That although Mcadows and other Grounds may 
deicend by Inheritance trom Anceliors to their Poſterity 3 yet drowning 
of Grounds can have no ſuch deſcent, becauſe it is a way of Improvement 
that is found out De #ovo- And although it may be granted, that wa- 
tering of Grounds is of publick Concernment 3 yet it cannot be denicd, 
that this work of Navigation is very much ſuperiour to it , and 
therefore ought to have the precedency, whereloever it comes. Bcfides, 
where Grounds lye conveniently for drowning , it is no great Charge to 
make an Hatch or Trunk in the ſaid Bank it ſelt, to let in the Water , and 
a {mall Bridge to preſerve it, as allo to accommodate the Horſes and men 
tor haling up the {aid Boats, Barges, Sc. 

- ObjeF. 3- And to the third Objection drawn from the danger of 
overflowing the Banks, as now they are. 

Anſw. lanſwer, That there may be a neceſſity in ſome places to make 
a very firm Bank on one or both fides of the ſaid River , and there Idare 
aflure them, the Watcr ſhall not overflow. And Idare athrm , that the 
Advantages that the Proprietors or Occuplers of every Ground, joyning 
to the {aid River, ſhall have thereby, will be ſo great, as will countervail 
all the damage and loſs, as alfo the Coſts and Charges that they ſhall be 
at tO rear their Banks fo high , as to keep the Water from overflowing 3 
and yet not loſe their benetit by watering, as you may f{ce in my Auſwer 
to the ſecond Objedion. 

Obje&. 4- And to the fourth and laſt Objection, that I have mct 
withal, viz. that ſeveral perſons will be damnitied hereby , by having a 
new Chanel cut through their Grounds. 

I anſwer, That there will be very great benefits that will accrue, both 
to the Grounds and to the Owners of them, which will abundantly repair 
their pretended loſs. For firſt, by means of this new Chanel coming 
through ſome Grounds, they may thereby have the advantages, not only 
of watering their Cattel, but of loading their Hay into Boats on each ſide 
of the {aid Chanel , which may be carried by Boats, not only to what 
Landing-places they pleaſe , but to what Market they pleaſe, upon the 
| wholeRiverz bclides the advantages of buiidins Houiis, Cranes, Store- 
houſes, and Landing-places, and tic plavting ot Garucns and Orchards, 

| as 
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as aforeſaid 3 with all ſuch other Priviledges, Advantages, Profits, Ac- 
commodations, and Conveniencies, as will accrue to the Gentry , and 
others aforeſaid , that are and will be ſeated upon the ancient River. 
Great alſo will be the Advantages that will ifſue from hence to them, 
through whoſe Grounds thoſe new Chanels ſhall come, eſpecially where 
the Water ſhall be penn*d up 3 who will not only have very great oppar- 
tunities, very well to drown,and water very many of their own,and their 
Neighbours Grounds by their permiſſion 3 but may alſo below the Flood- 
gate, where the Water is much lower, have a rare Advantage for drain- 
ing, which they never had before; without which draining (as Drowners 
wcll know ) their drowning will ſignifie little, betides the benefit and 
priviledge, which they will have by tiſhing in thoſe Rivers ſo that by 
this means the profits hereof may more then pay them for the loſs of 
their Ground, through which the ſaid Chanel ſhall run. But ſuppoſing, 
but not granting, that it were otherwiſe 3 yet TI am confident, where it 
meets with men of Honour, and Intereſt, and with perſons of a publick 
Spirit, who heve an indeared love and affection, not only to their native 
Country, but to their Polterity, that ſhall riſc up after them , that none of 
theſe will be of ſo low and narrow a Spirit, as to manifelt any unwil- 
lingneſs topart with a little ground, to promote ſo noble and fo publick 
a Work, which (Iamno leſs confident) will be vaſtly advantagious, not 
only to the Country in general , but morc eſpecially to the ſeveral Lords 
of Mannors and Proprictors, not only of the River it ſelf, but of all the 
Lands and Commons that arc bordering upon it, and are any way con- 
venicnt to be drowned and watered. For by this means there may -be 
Banks raiſed , and the Wateralſo, to ſo confiderable an height , by Bays 
and Stanchels made quite athwart the ſaid River, as that it may beeafily 
carried up a great diftance from the preſent River into new Cutsz which 
may be ſo contrived; as to accommodate both the aforeſaid Proprictors, ' 
and the Undertakers alſo. Which if the ſaid Proprietors can but timely 
foreſee, and will make choice of ſome able perſon or perſons, who are 
the moſt skilful in drowning and watering, to advile and conſult with 
the ſaid Undertakers , or ſuch whom they may appoint z it is more then 
probable, that they may mutually agree , that the f4id nzw Cuts may be 
made in ſuch places as may be moſt conveuient to accommodate the 
Proprietors, and they may allo all along, as they are making the (aid Cut, 
place in Hatches for the conveying the Water into their Grounds 
whereby ſuch a vaſt adyantage may be made to the Proprietors them- 
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ſelves, and their Hcirs for ever, at a leſs Charge, than one years Improve- 
ment, as may be worth near ten thouſand pounds per Aunum : beiides the 
great advantage that may accrue to thoſe who have the Royalty of the 
12:d River, by obtaining power from the ſaid Undertakers, to alter and 
turn the Water-courle into thoſe new Cuts aforeſaid, and thereby gain 
to themſelves what Land they pleaſe , which betore was covered with 
Watcr. And indecd I am fo great a Friend to all ſuch noble and publick 
Undertakings, that I could heartily defire, that both the ſaid Proprietors 
and Undertakers may go hand in hand herein, and make it a publick 
Work indeed, both as to Navigation, and Improvement by Watering , as 
it i5 poſſible to be done, and would be much more for the ad vantage of 


* the Proprietors, then it the Undertakers ſhould do, and finiſh all them- 


{clves, and {o con{equently (which muſt unavoidably tollow upon it) reap 
all the advantage and benefit that- accrues thereby-3 and the Proprietors 
be nccclitated (upon their retuſal to joyn in this Work ) to rent the Wa- 
tcr and Hatches yearly, at ten or twenty Shillings the Acre more or leſs, 
as the Undertakers ſhall think fit z who by the Acts of a Parliament have 
all the profits of the ſaid River veſted in them 3 as alſo a Power with any 
{cvcn of the Commiſſioners, to impole Fines , and Penalties , and Puniſh- 
ments on any , who ſhall take away any of their Water without their 
conlſcnt, or thall any otherwiſe annoy the ſaid River; and to ſue tor the 
{ame by Action of Dcbt, in any Court ot Record, or ( it they pleaſe ) to 
levy the ſame upon the Tranſgretlors thereot , as by the faid Ae it doth 
more at large appear. _ 

And thus having an{wered thoſe Objections, and clearly demonſtrated, 
That this Noble Work of making the {aid River Navigable, will be very 
advantagious, not only to the City atorefaid, and to thoſe Market-Towns 
that are near the (aid River, but to all the Country aforeſaid far and near, 
I, whoam no Undertaker, nor Inhabitant of the ſaid City or Market- 
Towns, ſhall take the boldneſs'to unite , and (as it were) to incorporate 
the ſaid City, and Market-Towns, and Country , and ſhall call them all 
by the Name of a Country, and invite them all joyntly to carry on , and 
perted& this brave , noble, and publick Work purely upona publick and 
Country account, they being all concerned herein. And therefore , that 
you may all, both high and low, rich and poor, lend your hearts, heads, 
and purſes, as one man, for the promoting and carrying on of this great 
Work, that the labour nd travel of this fo long hoped for birth may not, 
after all, prove abortive , and milcarry tor want ot help and firength to 
bring, 
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briog it forth 1 could here lay before you the Induſtry of our Neigh- 
bouring Countries of the Netherlands, and other parts of Germany, Italy, 
France , Spain, and many other places, who have reaped great advan- 
tages by thole famous Rivers of the Rhine, the Mzweſe , the River Rhone, 
the. Scheld, &c- (to name no more, though many other places might be 
inſtanced, in which God and Nqcure had fituatcd as this place, before 
their Rivers came by Indufry to be made Navigable ) I might alſo mind 
you of the great Induſiry , and Charge that hach been laid out, to make 
conſiderable and uſctul Rivers , where there were none betore ; and that 
for many hunderds, it not ſome thouſands of miles, which have not been 
fed, and ſupplied with Water by Springs and Fountains, but by the Rain 


| that comes down from the Heavens, and of the vaſt Profits and Emolu- 


ments, that the bordering Countries have been inriched with by means of 
cheſe Rivers, which have been indecd lo great, as is not poſlible for me to 
expieſs, nor for any that have not (ravellgd on them to conceive. And 
yet thoſe uſeful Rivers atorclaid were made by thoſe , whole Air and Si- 
tuation is not ſo advantagtous to their Intellectuals, as our Air is. And 
ſhall we famous Engliſh Spirits, whole Anceltors have been. fo highly 
admired for their Valour , Zeal, Courage, Activity, and Indulſiry in all 
Noble, Heroick, and Publick Atchievements , degenerate now, and bz of 
ſuch low, narrow, and cttcminate Spirits, as to be no ways uſeful in our 
Generation ? ſhall we be always ſaid tobe the lazy Drones , when others 
are accounted induſtrious Bzes ? In ſhort, fhall we always, like Fonas, 
lycaſleep, when we are called upon Summer after Summer , and that fo 
loud, not only by Kings, Lords, and Commons, but by our dear Country 
it ſelf, which lies (as it were) gaſping between hope and fear , whether it 
will be done or no, and are daily cxpc&ing, not only when we ſhall 
awake out of fleep, but alſo when we ſhall be fo happy, as to hear that 
long looked for word of Command. Come let us up and be doing, 

But (may ſome ſay) we know it isa very brave, worthy , and publick 
Work, as well as you, and weare as heartily for it, as your ſelf ; but what 
ſhall we do? and how ſhall we that are private Country-Gentlemen 
and others begin it ? To this Ianſwer, That there is ſomething done in: - 
order to a beginning, and that very conſiderable , by the Right Worſhip- _ 
ful the Major and Commonalty of the City of New Sarum , who: to the 
end; that no private perſon or perſons whatſoever might undertake ir, 
and thereby take the advantage fo ingrols che benetit of it to themſelves,- 
or to farm it out to others 3 and fo by themlelyes,or their Farmers opprets 
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opprelſs the Merchants and other Trades by unreaſonable Tmpoſitions, 
Taxcs and Tolls, whereby thoſe vaſt profits and advantages to the Coun- 
try, which I bctore ſpake of, would be rendred very inconſiderable 
and ſo raiſe and advance themſclves and their Families by impoverithing 
the Country , and bereaving them of thole vaſt profits and advantages 
which they expected 3 have taken forth a Commiſſion under the Broad 
Seal of Exgland, to impower them to undertake it. 

And really I muſt tell you , I cannot ſee where this Power could have 
been better placed , then in the Major and Commonalty aforeſaid. For 
that this will be moſt adyantagious to the Country, will appear by theſe 
Reaſons. | 

1+ They being a Corporation, can never dye; though particular per« 
ſons may dye, yet a Corporation never dyes. 

2. Noparticular perſon among{t them can lay any more claim, in 
point of Right, to any part of their money or ſtock , then-he can to any 
other mans Eſtate, but only as he is one amonegſt that great number that 
have ſuch a Truſt. 

3. Whereas it will be the Intereſt of all other private perſons, that 
might have been concerned as Undertakers, to lay the Impolſitions, Tax, 
and Toll upon Goods , that ſhould be conveyed to and fro, in Boats, &c. 
upon the ſaid River, as high as they could. It will be the Intereſt of the 
Major and Commonalty, which conſiſts of Merchants and Traders, bcing 
themſclves concerned therein, to lay the faid Taxes and Tolls as low as 
is poſlible. 

4+ Again, Moſt men are more defirous to have dealing with Corpo- 
rations, then with any other private men , expc<Cing nothing but what is 
honourable and juſt from ſuch Bodies Politick 3 becauſe amongſt them 
no man can or ought to carry on his own private Intereſt, but the publzck, 
ncither can any man bc a Gainer as to himſelf. And it would bea very 
enormous thing, if ſuch a Council, confiſting of a Major, Recorder , and 
ſuch a nutnber of men, veſted with ſuch a power, and intereſted with ſuch 
weighty Concerns, ſhould a& or do any thing that ſhould have but a ſhew 
or ſhadow of Injuſtice, or unhand{omnels in it. | 

And therefore now let any , whoſoever he be, ſhew me ( if he can ) 
. where the Undertakerſhip for making the ſaid River Navigable , could 


liave been fo well placed 3 and till then, I ſhall reſt fully ſatisfied, that it 


15 not ouly very. well, but allo beſt placed where it 1s. 
Now therctore I humbly conceive, that it is expedient for you, Gentle_ 
men, 
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men of the Country, and all other perſans, whom it may concern, to # 
know, that although the ſaid Major and Commonalty have ſo ſecured - * 
che Undertakerſhip, as that it is not likely to fall into the hands of fuch 1 
(as I have mentioned before) who may fill their own purles by emptying 
of yours; yetit isa Work of that weight , and exceeding great Charge, 11 
as that they are not able, of themſelves, to carry it on, without the afli» {5 
ſtance of the whole Country aforeſaid. And this is the great Reaſon, 
why Ido fo much preſs you, to make it a pure Country-work z as allo, 
becauſe the whole Country , as well as the City » will be concerned in it. 
And therather, that (1t it be poſſible to prevent it) none of thoſe that are 
called Sharers, may be admitted. For ſuch there are, who are ready ( if 
the Country and others will not comply with what I have propoſed ) to 
put in each of them a certain Sum of Money towards the carrying on, 
and perfecting of the Work. . But you mult know , that the Sharers will 
expect very great advantages, for laying out their money (and indeed the 
profits that will raile by the Taxes and Tolls, to be impoſed upon Boats, 

Barges, &c. that paſs and repaſs upon the ſaid River, and the other Emo- 

luments that will come in by the ſaid River, when it ſhall be made Navi- 

gable, will afford it) which at the long run it will be found that the Coun- 

try-muſt pay. The prevention of which miſchief is the great cauſe , why 

I have given you and my (elf this great trouble. 

Now that I may the more clearly demonſtrate this unto you, and con» 
vince you , that it is your Intereſt to make this bufineſs a pure Country= 
work, and that you may plainly underſtand it, I ſhall make my reckon- 
ing thus. We will ſuppoſe, that when the Work ſhall be perte&ed, there 
ſhall come up the ſaid River but one Bark-or Barge of thirty Tun of 
Goods in twenty tour hours, and that there be but the value of one penny 
tor every hundred Weight of Goods that ſhall be ſo brought up, paid to 
the ſaid Undertakers by way of Tax, Toll, Duty, &c. for the dctraying 
of their publick Charges ( which I cannot but foreſee will be very great ) 
this will amount unto fifty Shillings a dayz and ſo much more back 
again will raile it to ive pounds a day , which will amount unto thirty 
five pounds a week. But it you ſuffer Sharers to come in, they may 
{ probable) advance the Taxes and Toll to four pence , or five pence the 
hundred for all the faid Goods. And if fo, I beſeech you, conſider to 
what a vaſt Sum of Money this muſt needs amount ina year 3 and out of 
whoſe purſes this muſt come, it is cafie for any one that hath not his eyes 
blinded by prejudice to foreſee. 
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- Bfides, leſt the Country in general ſhould be ſo far miſtaken as to 
conceive , that the chief bencht' of this Noble and Publick Work will 
xedound only to the faid City, and the rett of the Market-Towns lituated 
npon the {2id River, in regard they are Traders , &c. which cannot bc 
f4id of the Country 3 and thall upon this account look upon themſelyes, 
as ſcarcely (if at all) concerned herein. I anſwer, That the chicf benctic 
of having all the Commoditics aforeſaid at the cheaper Rate , will re- 
dound to the Country. For the Country being, for number of Inhabi- 


eants , not ſo little as ten times more, than the faid City and Market + - 


Towns, it will neceſſarily follow, that the Country will gain at thelcaſt 


five thillings for every fix-pence , that the ſaid City and Market-Towns - 


will gain hcreby : which I ſhall illuſtrate by this Inftance. Sack, which 
bcfore the late Additional Duty was laid upon it, was ſold for 18 4. per 
Quart, is now raiſed to 2 s. per Quart, Now let it be confidered , who 
it is that pays the 6 d. per Quart , which is the Daty impoſed , and it will 
be tound, that it is neither the Merchant, nor the Vintner, but the Con- 
ſamers. Now as the burden of that Impolition lies heavieſt upon the 
Conſumers ; ſo in the Caſe now before us, they are the Conſumers will 
bave the greateſt profit by the cheapneſs of Coal and Salt , and all other 
Goods to be brought up the ſaid River 3 and who are they for the moſt 
and greateſt part but the Country. Now it the Country hath ſo much 
the greater benefit by it (as is before demonſtrated) it mult nceds follow, 
that there is very great Reaſon, that the Country ſhould be as much ( if 
not more) concerned, in promoting and carrying on this noble and pub- 
lick Work, as the ſaid City and Market-Towns. 

- But if what I have ſaid will not awaken you, Iam however ſo great 
a Friend to my Country, and fo great a Well-wither to this noble Un- 
dertaking, that I would rather have Sharers admitted, and would come 
5n as a Sharer my ſelf, then fo gallant an Enterpriſe ſhould be let fall, 
being very willing that the Country ſhould have ſome benefit hereby, 
though far leſs then they might have had , had they fo far undertiood 
their own Interc{t, as to have made it a publick Work, and that the 
Poor may have (at the lcaſt) halt, ora quarterot a Loat, rather then no 
bread. And thus you may all fee , not only where you are, but where 
you are like to be, if you do not look about you. 

Howbceit, we of this Country cannot but return our many humble 
and hearty thanks to thoſe 'worthy Patriots, viz. the Learned and 
Worthy Biſhops of London, and Salubury,. the Honourable Lord Afhley, 
= - 
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the Lord Cornebury, Sir Fohn Nicholas, Sir Stephen Foxe, with others, who 


have ſhewed themlelves to be true Lovers both of the City and Country 3 
of whom wc may truly (and that without flattery ) fay that other Wor- 
thics before them have done nobly , but theſe, have exceeded them all. 
For without doubt , had they not ftood in the gap, and gordially, and 
vigorouſly appcarcd for the promoting and carrying on of this Ad, 
this brave and noble Work would not only have withered , but to all 
intents and purpoles have dyed. And who knows what theſe Worthies 
may &o further, tor the good of their poor Country, in reference to the 


- further carrying on of this great Work, if applications were made to 
- them about it. And for one of the faid Learned and Worthy Biſhops, 


we have the Honour of his Preſence , and Refidence ſometimes amongſt 
us by mcans whereof we may have the better opportunity to apply our 
{clves to him, who is known to be a Perſon of very great Learning, elpe- 
cially in the Mathcmaticks : And therefore would he be pleaſed, fo far 
to favour and honour his Country , as to vouchſate them his Learned 
advice and afliſtance, they might be able, without the help of a Surveyor, 
not only to begin, but alſo to finiſh the whole Work. And who knows 
what Providence pointed at , not only in endowing. him with Parts and 
Abilities fit for ſuch a Work, but alſo in bringing him hither, and ſetling, 
him in a Palace ſituated fo near the ſaid River? Beſides, who knows, 
whether his worthy Example in owning, and incouraging fo noble a 
Work, may not have a great Intluence, not only upon the reſt of the 
Learned and Worthy Clergy-men , but upon the Gentry alfo, both 
within and without the Walls of the Cloſe, to inciteand provoke them 
to afford their utmoſt aſſiſtance in a Work, from which, if it be once 
effected, there will redound ſuch vaſt advantages to the Country in gene- 
ral, and great Honour and Renown to thoſe that ſhall Fave a hand in 
promoting:it ? 
And now it may not be inexpedient, before I conclude, to: ſpeak a 
word to you of the City , and the other Market-Towns bordering upon 
the ſaid River. How neceſſary it is,” that you would often .mget toge- 
ther, and conſult your own Intereſt, in order to the excluding of Sharers, 
and that both your hearts and your purſes be opencd, in order to the 
compleating of this Work ? Methinks every Company and Fratcrnity of 
all ſorts of Traders ſhould be free and generous, in laying out ſuch money 
as they have in ſtock, or can raiſe upon thetr Lands, as they are Compa- 
nies incorporate ; and all Gentlcmen , Merchants, and other —_ 
an 
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and Inhabitants whatſoever , ſhould try to the atmoſt what they are 
able toraiſc, every one of them upon his own fingle account , for the 
promoting of ſo noble a Work. And for fuch Handicrafts men , yea, 
and Labourers, who have not money to ſpare, there will be ſeveral occa- 
{ions of their athiſtance otherwiſe, in carrying on of this Work , though 
but one day in a week 3 that not only theraſelves, but the Generations 0 
come, may taſte the ſweetneſs , and reap the benefit of it. And as for 
the Country, Oh! how well-becoming a thing would it be for the Gen- 
try, Miniſters , Farmers, &c. as they met at Markets , and other places 
occalionally , to conſult together, how they may promote, not only 
their Country's Intercſt, but their own; aud to appoint likewiſe times 
and places, when and where four, fix, eight , or more, or leſs may mect 
together, to conſider of the molt effeFtual way for the carrying on of tie 
ſaid Work. And methinks thoſe that are of active publick Spirits, ſhould 
not only do it themſelves, but ſhould alſo ttir up and provoke cach the 
other to take Subſcriptions, ſome for the building of Locks, Wears, 
openings of Bridges, &c. and ſome for the making of Flood-gatcs, and 
railing of Banks; others for finding of Stone and Timber, and others 
tor what money they will give towards the carrying on of ſo publick a 
Work; and for thoſe who cannot help any of theſe ways, to get Sub- 
{criptions from them, how many days work in a month they will give 
with their Carts, Waggons, and Teems of Horſes 3 and for all others, 
to the very Handicrafts men , and Labourers, how many days work they 
will likewiſe freely ſubſcribe to do. This would be a brave publick 
Work, and well-becoming , not only the Yeomen and Farmers, but alſo 
the Gentlemen, and the Minilters of each Pariſh to promote , and take 
ſuch Subſcriptions, and to bring them in unto the Undertakers , and to 
conſuit with them , what is fafther neceſlary to be done , both for the 
keeping out of Sharers, and making it a free and voluntary Country- 
work, and for the ſpeedy compleating of it. It would alſo be a Work 
well-becoming the Country-Gentlemen, Miniſters, and others that bor- 
der on each {ide of the ſaid River, more eſpecially thoſe who live between 
Salubury and Fording-bridge , frequently to meet and conſult together 3 
and not only fo, but to view and lurvey the ſaid River, and to conſider 
how much they areable to do towards the making it Navigable , and 
what Contributions and voluntary Subſcriptions they can procure ( as 
was before propoſed ) towards the making of Locks, Flood-yates, 
Wears, openings of Bridges, &c. as alſo for Stone, and Tices , an: for 
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Tcems, Carts, and Carriagesz and what voluntary help and aſſiſtance 
they can obtain from Maſons, Brick-layers, Carpenters, Smiths, SCc+ and 
any other perſon of what degree {oever, for the furtherance of this great 
Work, and to communicate what they can do herein to the ſaid Under- 
kers, or ſome, or one of them, as afore{aid. And it thoſe wbrthy Gen- 
tlemen , Miniſters , and others that dwell between Fording-bridge and 
Ringwood 3 as allo thoſe that dwell between Ringwood and Chriſt-Church 
on both lides of the ſaid River, would do the like; this would be the 
way, not only to keep out all Sharers, but to make it the free Port and 
River in the World, And when I ſhall (ce them at this Work , I ſhall 
then certainly conclude, that they arc-not only awakned , but that the 
Work will toon be tinithed. | 

I ſhall add no more, but only two words to the Undertakers , the one 
by way of humble Advice , the other by way of Petition. That which 
I ſhall ofter by way of Advice, is, that for the encouragement of all that 
ſhall voluntarily ſubſcribe their aid and affiſtance, as atoreſaid, towards 
the carrying on of this noble Undertaking , they would publickly and 
freely declare by ſome Intirument drawn for that purpoſe , and ſealed 
with the Seal of their Corporation, that whatſoever monies, or other aid 
and afliſtance ſhall be ſubſcribed, and broaght in for that purpole , ſhall be 
truly and faithfully laid out about the aforeſaid noble and publick Work, 
and upon no other account whatſoeverz and that for the better fatis- 
faction of the Subſcribers and Contribaters, a Book ſhall b&kept, wherein 
all ſuch Receipts, and the Disburſements ſhall be entred > which ſaid 
Book ſhall be open every Tueſdzy, Thurſday, and Saturday between the 
hours of two of the Clock and five ia the Atternoon, in what place , or 
what other days and hours to them ſhall ſeem beſt 3 whereunto all the 
Subſcribers and Contributarics (as aforefxid) may trecly relort, as often as 
they pleaſe, during the whole time of the faid Work , in order to their 
fatisfa&tion, both as to what is ſubſcribed, and received , and how the 
ſame is disburſed 3 and alſo that they would therein declare, that when 
it ſhall pleaſe God to enable them to compleat and finiſh the ſaid Work, 
upon ſucha free and publick account, asatoreſaid , they will then make 
and impoſe ſo modcrate and.ſo low a Tax , Toll, or Duty upon all the 
Goods that ſhall be exported or 4mported upon the ſaid River, as ſhall 


ſo near as they are able to make any Judgment of them, only lerve to pay _ .-; 


the neat Charges, which ſhall be expended about the neceſſary reparation 
and maintaining of the feyeral Locks , Banks, Bridges, Ways, and other 


incidene * 
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= incident Charges relating to the Premiſes And that for the bettcs 
-- GtisfaQion of all the aforeſaid perſons , there may be once in every year 

 afairand juſfaccount drawn out in ſeveral Tables, of all the Profics that 
ſhall ariſe by. the ſaid Tax orfToll z as alſo of all Charges that ſhall be 
expended, which may always beattcfted by the Major for the time being, 
to bea true Copy, and expoſed - to publick View, in all the ſeveral Market- 

-: Towns upon the faid River, for the fatisfaction of all Parties 

"concerned? ©. es, TY | 

**That which 1 ſhall add *by way of Petition , and. with which I will 


Sade: is this : : Ewould rn beg of, them , and that for Gods 
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of the!Medes and Perfians, tp all intents and purpoſ,s what- 

| mceiving;,. that by this means ſich a ſtock may be 
\ bg the Magiliratcs ptudent care may be imployed in ſetting. 
EZ Poor ef ork that are able to work , and ſuch as through age or - 

otherwiſe, arc diſabled: from working, may be ſo well provided tor, that 

it may be ſaid both of the City,and all the othex Towns bordering upon 
the aid River ( which was the Joypurand Happinels of Tract of old) 
that a Beggar ſhall not be forlfſd apoog{herys EE RRIENG 
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214 after many days 3 and that this Order and Decree might be 
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